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At the tender age of two, Randy Turner is
placed in an orphanage after his father is
sent to jail. This difficult beginning sets the
stage for the inspiring true story of Randys
life as he grows from a young boy to a
young man in rural Minnesota during the
first half of the twentieth century. Along
the way he encounters abuse and kindness
among five different families, lives through
two surgeries, manages to avoid jail,
becomes a boxing champion, and joins the
U.S. Navy. His naval experiences before,
during, and after World War II take him to
four continents, subject him to kamikaze
attacks, and make him a witness to the
devastation wrought by the atomic bomb.
Based on information gleaned from
personal accounts, state school documents
and military records, history and geography
are served up in this saga of a boy who
must come to grips with the harsh realities
of life. Minnesota Man is a moving tale of
survival that takes the reader back in time
yet carries the timeless message that
adversity can be overcome.
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