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ORANGE, AND COMPLETED TO THE SETTLEMENT OF THE . .

CROWN : TO WHICH IS PREFIXED A NOTICE OF THE LIFE. continue to do so until it was thrown open;
WRITINGS AND SPEECHES OF SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH

SN SARRES REACSCINTO which continued to inflict on the great
body of the people of Ireland that unworthy
trestment under which they had so long
suffered. He now came to a subject of a
very grave and important nature, and one
which he should not have ventured to touch
upon in that House, if it had not been
argued with so much force and energy by
his honourable and learned friend, as one
of the obstacles to the concession of the
objects of the honourable Baronets motion.
Under the circumstances in which it had
been mentioned, he could not,
notwithstanding the delicate nature of the
question, avoid making upon it a very few
observations. The constitution of this
country had wisely exempted the King
from the exposure of being present at any
of the stormy debates which take place in
Parliament, and rendered his person
inviolable, and his conduct unimpeachable
so long as his advisers continued
responsible for his actions done by their
advice. This was one of the great
expedients by which our ancestors
contrived to reconcile the doctrines of a
monarchy with the principles of liberty.
The advantages of such a provision were
numerous to the monarch as well as to the
subject; but the misfortune was, that the
least invasion or infraction of the law
exposed the king of such a country to
greater reverses of affairs than the rulers of
other countries, apparently less happily
situated. The King was the fountain of
mercy, the redresser of the wrongs and
grievances of his subjects, until a perverse
and iniquitous system of law deprived him
of his most valuable privilege, and robbed
him of the brightest jewel of his crown.
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