The Parliamentary debates (Authorized edition) Volume 76

The Parliamentary debates (Authorized edition) Volume 76
This historic book may have numerous
typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the
publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated.
1899 Excerpt: ...But, unfortunately, these
speeches are reported and extracts sent to
other countries, and especially to the
Transvaal, and there it is always possible
they may do mischief in a critical situation.
Although I do not intend to enter upon the
general argument of the hon. Member
beyond saying that I entirely disagree with
him, I do think it necessary to take notice
of his statement that in the opinion of many
persons in this country, any extreme
measure--I always dislike to use the word
war unless it becomes necessary, but the
hon. Member used it and said that any
extreme measure or war would be needless;
and he submits an alternative proposal
which consists, as far as I can make out, of
an abject surrender on the part of the
British Government, and in the expression
of their willingness to wait, it may be,
five-andtwentv years before the grievances
of the Uitlanders are redressed. It would be
a fatal mistake for this country, or for any
country, if that view were supposed to
represent the opinions even of a small
minority of this House, or of anything but
the most insignificant minority in the
country. The view of the Government and
the policy of the Government have been
clearly expressed both in this House and in
another place. Ve have stated that we
recognise the grievances under which our
subjects in South Africa are labouring. We
have stated that we find those grievances,
not merely in themselves a serious cause
for interposition, but a source of danger to
the whole of South Africa. We say that our
predominance, which both sides of the
House have constantly asserted, is menaced
by the action of the Transvaal in refusing to
redress grievances and in refusing any
consideration to the requests made in
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moderate language by the suzerain Power.
That is a state o...
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