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ROBERT SOUTHEY 1833 edition. Excerpt: ...envy and malice
depending between the mariners of the
Cinque-ports and those of Yarmouth and
other quarters, an ill-suppressed enmity
broke out; and, in defiance of the kings
commands and in contempt of his
presence, the two parties fought on the
water in such earnest sort, that, on the
Y armouth side, there were five Grafton, i.
290. Holinshed, ii. 509. Bzovius, Xiii.
1295., from the MS Vatic, de Rebus
Anglicis. and-twenty ships burnt and
destroyed; and three of the largest vessels,
part of the kings treasure being in one of
them, cc were tolled forth into the high sea,
and quite conveyed away. This daring
defiance of authority augured ill for the
campaign in which Edward was engaged,;
and, in fact, his men were little more
subordinate ashore than they had shown
themselves afloat. A French force occupied
Bruges, and thought to have taken the
English fleet, which lay in the harbour of
Damme; but they had timely intelligence,
and put to sea. The enemy then began to
fortify Bruges and Damme. The English
and their alies drove them from the latter
place with considerable loss; and Bruges
also, it was thought, might have been
recovered, if the English and Flemings had
not falen at strife and fought together
about the division of the prey. This was not
the worst: the conduct of the English at
Ghent, where Edward passed great part of
the winter, so exasperated the townsmen,
that more than 700 of them were dain in a
sudden tumult; and Edward himself is said
to have been beholden for his life to the
protection of a knight of Flanders. The
illwill which was thus occasioned, and
increased by the outrages of the English
footmen,.. for they one day plundered the
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town of Damme, and slew as many as 200
persons, who had submitted...
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