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1811 Excerpt: ...a siege would be
impracticable, and that the only means of
reduction was blockade: they therefore, in
July, invested it by sea and land, but made
no impression during the first campaign.
CHAP. XXIV. Character of a
statesman.--General view of Lord Norths
administration.--Arduous struggle in which
Britain was engaged.--Her resources grow
from her calls.--Her efforts rise with her
difficulties.--Meeting of parliament.--The
kings speech.---Extraordinary amendment
proposed to the address--Views of
opposition.--Plan of gystematic attack on
ministers, under three general heads--to be
respectively carried on under the conduct
of Messrs. Burke, Fox, and
Dunning.--State of Ireland.--Alarming
associations.--Lord Norths plan for
affording them satisfaction.--Bills passed
for that purpose.--Motions in the house of
peers by the duke of Richmond and earl
Shelburne respecting the profusion of
public money.--Petitions by Yorkshire and
London.--Mr. Burke undertakes the cause
of public economy.--Celebrated bill of
reform.--Motions respecting the increasing
influence of the crown.--Increasing spirit of
popular association.--Incident which
damped that spirit.--Protestant
society--extends from Scotland to
England.--Lord George Gordon becomes
an enthusiast against popery--president of
the protestant society.--Petition to
parliament for a repeal of the tolerant
law--supported by an immense multitude
that surround the parliament house.--Firm
and manly conduct of the
legislature.--Dreadful riots in
London--numerous
conflagrations--tremendous aspect of the
burning metropolis--prisons broken
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open--bank threatened--attempt to cut the
pipes of the new river--military
reinforcements arrive--at length prove
victorious--insurrection
crushed--tranquillity restored--loud
complaints agains...
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